
Sacred Heart CMI Public School, Thevara 

Class: X                                        English Worksheet 4                                   Marks: 20 

 

1. Reading Comprehension                                                                                 (8 marks) 

1. Many animals are able to communicate with each other very well-but none of them can talk 

as we do. That is, animals cannot speak and therefore cannot use words.  

2. Birds cry out and make sounds that other birds understand. Smells, movements, and sounds 

are used for communication by animals. They express joy or anger or fear through these.  

3. Human speech is a very complicated process, which no animal can perform. One reason is 

that in a very special way we use a whole series of organs to produce the sounds we want to 

make when we utter words. The way our vocal cords are made to vibrate, the way the 

throat, mouth and nasal cavities are adjusted, the way the lips, teeth, lower jaw, tongue, and 

palate are moved - just to make vowel and consonant sounds, is something animals can't do. 

They cannot produce a whole series of words to make a sentence. And there is another, 

perhaps more important reason why animals can't talk. Words are only labels for objects, 

actions, feelings expressions and ideas. For example, the word 'bird' is a label for a living, 

flying object. Other words describe its colour, shape, flying and singing. Still other words 

would be used to tell what the speaker thinks or feels about the bird or its actions.  

4. For human beings, therefore, the use of words means the use of labels or symbols, and then 

10 organizing them in a certain way to communicate something. This requires a degree of 

intelligence and logical thinking that no animals have. So, they can't talk the way people do.  

1. While human beings use words to communicate, birds and animals are different since they use   

     ________ for communication.  

     (i) Smell         (ii) Movement         (iii) Sound        (iv) All of the above 

2. Though birds and animals cannot communicate like human beings, they are  

     capable of___________________________.       

3. The complicated process of human speech requires a very special way of using ____________. 

4. Using words for communication requires intelligence and____________________.  

5. Pick out a word from the third paragraph that means 'to move from side to side very quickly and 

with small movements'. 

6. 'Bird' is a label for a living, flying object. (True/False) 



7. The use of words, for human beings, means ______________________________. 

8. The birds and animals can produce a whole series of words to make a sentence. (True/False) 

 

2. Write a story in about 150-200 words with the following beginning and give a suitable title  

     to it.                                                                                                                                      10 
 

Two friends —Sheena and Seema —loved to dance —competition held —both participants at 

inter-school dance competition — both wished each other —audience applauded both of them —

the result time — both stood first —became best friends forever. 

 

3. Convert the phrases into reported speech.    (1/2 x 4 = 2 marks) 

 
1. “It’s raining,” she said. 

2. He said to her, “My mother made these cakes.” 

3. “I want your homework handed in by tomorrow,” the teacher said to the class. 

4. “Jenny can’t speak French,” said Sam. 

 

********** 

 


